
Pathway  Tuition Route (NESTT) 
QTS  

Tuition Route QTS + 
PGCE (NESTT)  

Assessment only  
NESTT 

BA (Hons) Childhood 
Primary Education with QTS  
NESTT 

PGTA (Level 6)  
Apprenticeship 
With optional PGCE 
 

TDA  
Teacher Degree 
Apprenticeship  

Cost of 
course  

£8835 £9535 £3250 £9250/ year 
 (Student loan)  

£9000 (covered by App 
Levy) 
PGCE £1200 (self funded)  

£27,000 Apprentice 
service account 
funded  

Period  1 year full time  1 year full time  2 years prior to requesting 
assessment  

3 years full time  1 year   4 years  

Requirements  2 placement schools  
Across  2 key stages  
 
These can both be in the 
trust as long as in different 
hubs and key stages  

Complete 2 
assignments and a 
presentation needed 
to gain PGCE and 60 
masters credits  

Trainee must have taught 
and planned in 2 key 
stages and across two 
schools 
Over a period of 2 years, 
prior to application.  

Modular degree  
160 days in practice over a 
range of schools and year 
groups 
In conjunction with UCS  
Mature students can apply  
Requires BBB A Level entry 
 

2nd placement school is 
needed – should be 
arranged within the Trust  

GCSE in English and 
Maths (Grade 4© or 
above 
 
A levels  
Or university mature 
student requirements 
met  
 
 

Considerations  For existing Trust staff the Academy Head must 
consider that the School will lose a TA  
The trainee is unable to provide cover on tuition 
routes.  

Trainee must have taught 
in 2 schools – consider a 
teacher swap with 
another Trust school.   
There can be no 
additional cost for a 
supply teacher during the 
2nd placement (minimum 
of a half term)  

The course is 3 years – 
schools cannot predict 
vacancies and therefore 
trust cannot secure the 
trainee a post and recoup 
cost of work days missed.  
 
  
 

There can be no additional 
cost for a supply teacher 
during the 2nd placement, 
as this doubles staffing 
costs.  
Placement must be in a 
contrasting school  

Trainee is paid on the 
unqualified pay scale  

 


